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CHIN Potential Grant Funders Research
SUMMARY OF RESULTS
General research of funding opportunities was performed for NCHC for funding focused on the CHIN HMIS system.  The research centered on funders who might support the system at a statewide level and funders who might support equipment and costs at a local.  
A general summary of recommendations follows, with recommendations tiered by likelihood of success, and divided into pre-June and post-June deadlines. Recommended timelines of action also follow.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Supportive Housing HMIS funds are the top recommendation due to their exclusive use for HMIS.  CHIN’s previous (2004) applications should generate some funding through this source and another round of should be available in 2005.  Application for the 2005 funding should be a high priority for CHIN.

Verizon generally supports local communities where it has facilities and employees and it has some small grants specifically for Internet access by small local non-profits; Verizon might potentially support CHIN at the statewide level, and that could possibly be coordinated with the smaller local grants. 

Wachovia also usually funds locally where it has branches and employees, but could be approached about a statewide initiative.

North Carolina Community Foundation only makes donor advised grants; however, it would be worthwhile to work with them on the possibility of coordinating a statewide effort through the regional and local community foundations.  
Provident Benevolent Foundation has previously supported providers of homeless services such as Hospitality House, and might consider a statewide initiative.
Other potential funders and related comments are on the enclosed chart.

The charts indicate by Tier those more likely to fund CHIN (1st Tier) and those who might fund CHIN but are considered less likely (2nd Tier).  Foundations considered very unlikely candidates are not listed on the charts. A list of foundations considered and researched is enclosed.  

A large majority of private funders support specific issues or targeted local areas only.  Larger foundations and community foundations which are potential funders of local CoCs are listed under “Regional/Local Recommendations.”   The Gifts-in-Kind International program is listed as a resource for equipment.  

Most corporate foundations prefer to fund local communities where they have facilities and employees.  Those who appeared potentially receptive to a statewide approach are listed, as noted above.  A number of corporate funders have exclusive areas of interest (such as Progress Energy’s focus on education, and AT&T’s specific exclusion of homeless issues) and were not included in the recommendations for that reason.   
The results of this research, as well as preliminary research on HMIS funding in other states, suggest that the most effective funding mechanism for CHIN is likely to be a fee-based model, with CHIN providing facilitation of efforts by local CoCs to obtain funding, rather than actually providing funding for the CoCs.  This could be combined with an approach of working to provide overall coordination of regional funding with local funding.  (See “Suggestions to Steering Committee.”)  
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